Praying with Jesus

A commission for mission
St. David’s 2021

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the
Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Romans 12:12-13



Pray until you Pray

Prayer is crucial in the life of the Christian, and the church. It is an ac-
tivity of relationship. Prayer is crucial for the mission of the church.
Through these readings | want to encourage your prayer life, for
yourself, and for our part in the local mission. These readings follow
the example of prayer and the teaching on prayer in the life of Jesus.
When his disciples saw him pray they wanted to learn from him. Je-
sus regularly took time out in a quiet place to pray. Prayer preceded
significant moments in his life. ‘May we continue to pray, to depend
on your Holy Spirit and to glorify you. Amen. ¢

As Jesus prayed he modelled prayer for us and through his atoning
ministry, enabled us access to the throne room of our heavenly Fa-
ther. | encourage you to read the passage, reflect on the question
and pray in response. Our heavenly Father loves to hear from us. |
also encourage you to pray ‘the vision prayer’ so as a church we un-
dergird our ministry activities in prayer. Each vision prayer point ties
into our vision, mission and strategy. We express our mission in the
following way and encourage you to pray for our mission:

Our God's Vision

"I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing
before the throne of God, and before Jesus the Lamb..." Revelation 7

Our Diocesan Vision
To see Christ honoured as Lord and Saviour in every community.

Our Local Vision
To see Christ honoured as Lord and Saviour in the Forest and beyond.

Our Mission
We commit ourselves to making disciples, by proclaiming the Lord
Jesus Christ.



Our Strategy

We want to be a church that reaches the lost with the life-
giving gospel of Christ: REACH

We want to be a church that deepens spiritual maturity among
our members: MATURE

We want to be a church that equips our members to exercise
their gifts in service: EQUIP

Our Ministry Focus

Reach, mature, and equip Youth and Young Adults.
Reach, mature, and equip Adults and Families.
Reach, mature, and equip Seniors.

Partner in Global mission.

Our Strategies

REACH: Reach all the lost with the life-giving gospel of Christ
1.1 Engaging with our local community and creating opportuni-
ties for evangelism at the local and diocesan level
1.2 Mobilising more people to share Christ’s love in word and
deed
1.3 Encouraging risk-taking and new initiatives in outreach and
discipleship
1.4 Mission prayer for our friends, family and neighbours to ac-
cept Jesus as Lord and Saviour

MATURE: Deepen spiritual maturity among our members.

2.1 Ensuring congregational gatherings are significant places
for spiritual growth

2.2 Enriching Christian fellowship through small groups

2.3 Strengthening personal and family devotions through pray-
er and Bible reading



EQUIP: Equip our members to exercise their gifts in service.

3.1 Strengthening leadership skills of leaders, especially staff
3.2 Identifying and unleashing the gifts of church members
3.3 Strengthening our invitation, welcoming and integration

Our Mission Prayer

Our gracious God,

We pray that you will help us to proclaim our Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ, so that everyone around us will hear his call to re-
pent, trust and serve Christ in love, and be established in the
fellowship of his disciples while we await his return. May we
continue to pray, to depend on your Holy Spirit and to glorify
you. Amen.

Prayer 1.

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we pro-
fess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in eve-
ry way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need. Hebrews 4:14-16

What is the connection between Jesus and our prayers? What encour-
agement is there to pray here?

Prayer: Give thanks that we can approach God’s throne with confi-
dence.

Vision prayer: Pray God uses us to see Christ honoured as Lord and
Saviour in every community in our city, especially the Forest.



Prayer 2.

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
into the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the dev-
il. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was
hungry. The Devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell this
stone to become bread.” But Jesus answered him, “It is written: Man
must not live on bread alone.” Luke 4:1-4

What sustains Jesus? How can this sustain you?
How does Jesus resist temptation?

Prayer: Pray you will seek sustenance in God’s Word.

Pray we would depend on the Holy Spirit for equipping in all our minis-
tries.

Prayer 3.

The devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world. And he said to
him, “I will give you all their authority and splendour; it has been giv-
en to me, and | can give it to anyone | want to. If you worship me, it
will all be yours.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord
your God and serve him only.” Luke 4:5-8

How does Jesus face the temptation of material possessions of the
world? What does your life say about what you worship? Jesus re-
ceives his authority via the way of the cross, how does he resist temp-
tation here?

Prayer: Confess to God when you put other things first in your life be-
fore him.

Vision Prayer: Pray we commit ourselves and our planning to making
disciples, through proclaiming the Lord Jesus Christ, and calling all to
repentance and faith in Jesus as Lord and Saviour.



Prayer 4.

The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw
yourself down from here. For it is written:

‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully;
they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your
foot against a stone.”” Jesus answered, “It is said: Do not put the
Lord your God to the test.”” When the devil had finished all this
tempting, he left him until an opportune time. Luke 4:9-13

What does Jesus teach you in this incident? Have you ever tried to test
God? How does Jesus resist temptation here?

Prayer: Pray that you might resist temptation as it comes and give
thanks that Jesus did.

Vision: Pray we would love our family, neighbours and friends as God
loves us in Jesus. Pray for our friends and neighbours in the Forest

Prayer 5.

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and pe-
titions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him
from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.
Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered
and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation
for all who obey him and was designated by God to be high priest in
the order of Melchizedek. Hebrews 5:7-10

What does Hebrews say about the prayer life of Jesus? How does his
prayer help us? What does the perfect obedience of Jesus mean for
us?

Prayer: Thank God for the reverent life of Jesus.

Vision Prayer: Pray we will live lives worthy of Jesus where ever we
are.



Prayer 6.

They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disci-
ples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took Peter, James and John along
with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. “My
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to
them. “Stay here and keep watch.” Going a little farther, he fell to
the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him.
Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup
from me. Yet not what | will, but what you will.” Then he returned to
his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, “are
you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? Watch and pray
so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
flesh is weak.” Once more he went away and prayed the same thing.
Mark 14:32-39

What emotion does this prayer carry?
What is Jesus prayer request?

What is the cup he asks not to drink?
What do we learn about prayer from this?
Why would Jesus pray this?

Prayer: Thank God that Jesus bore your judgment at the cross.

Vision Prayer: Pray we will reach, mature, and equip Youth and Young
Adults in our orbit through SRE, Element, and Camp David.

Prayer 7.

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him
there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his
left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. The
people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They
said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the
Chosen One.” Luke 23:33-35

What does Jesus model in this prayer?
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Where does he get his capacity to forgive?
Who do you need to forgive?

Prayer: Pray that you might forgive as God has forgiven you.

Vision Prayer: Pray for our children's ministries and their leadership,
including our Kid’s churches, 180, SRE and holiday Kid’s club.

Prayer 8.

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the after-
noon. And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (Which means “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?”). When some of those standing near heard
this, they said, ‘Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” Someone ran, filled a
sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to
drink. ‘Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him
down,’ he said. With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain
of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. And when the
centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he
said, ‘Surely this man was the Son of God!” Mark 15: 33-39

What do you think is happening in this moment? What is he lamenting?
Prayer: Thank God for the atoning ministry of Jesus.

Vision Prayer: Pray we reach, mature, and equip Seniors in our orbit,
at the Village and in our family and friendship networks.

Prayer 9.

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their hu-
manity so that by his death he might break the power of him who
holds the power of death—that is, the devil— and free those who all
their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is
not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he
had to be made like them, or like his brothers, fully human in every
way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high
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priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the
sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he was tempt-
ed, he is able to help those who are being tempted. Hebrews 2:14-18

What does Hebrews 2 teach us about the significance of Jesus tempta-
tion? How does Jesus help us in our temptation?

Prayer: Cast your temptations on Jesus as he is able to help you.

Vision Prayer: Pray for our ministry to Seniors, our ministry in the Vil-
lage and our Craft Group.

Prayer 10.

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father,
the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.
For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eter-
nal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that
they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent. | have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you
gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the
glory I had with you before the world began. John 17: 1-5

How does Jesus enjoy relationship with his heavenly Father?
What does this teach us about the relationship between the Father
and the Son? What does this prayer show about their relationship?

Prayer: Ask God to open your eyes to the glory of the Son.

Vision Prayer: Pray for our partners in Global mission and their sup-
porting organisations. Pray for wisdom to navigate the COVID-19 situa-
tion for the next few years

Prayer 11.

| pray for them. | am not praying for the world, but for those you
have given me, for they are yours. All | have is yours, and all you have
is mine. And glory has come to me through them. | will remain in the
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world no longer, but they are still in the world, and | am coming to
you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name
you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. My prayer is
not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them
from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as | am not of it.
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into
the world, | have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify my-
self, that they too may be truly sanctified. John 17:9-19

What does Jesus pray for the apostles? What do we learn to pray for?
How is this prayer encouraging?

Prayer: Pray that God will protect our church family.

Vision Prayer: Pray for prayerfulness, generosity, care and regular
communication for each of our mission partners and their organisa-
tions.

Prayer 12.

“My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will be-
lieve in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Fa-
ther, just as you are in me and | am in you. May they also be in us so
that the world may believe that you have sent me. | have given them
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— |
in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete
unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me. John 17:20-23

What does Jesus pray for everyone who believes through the
Apostle’s message? How is this an encouragement for us?
Prayer: Pray for the local unity of God’s people.

Vision Prayer: Pray we will engage with our local community and cre-

ate opportunities for evangelism at the local and diocesan levels, both
personal and corporate.
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Prayer 13.

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.
And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit de-
scended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: “You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well pleased.”
Luke 3: 21-22

What accompanied Jesus prayers?
Is there a connection between prayer and baptism?
How does the Father respond to the Son?

Prayer: Ask God to teach you from the prayer life of Jesus.

Vision Prayer: Pray we might connect with unreached people in our
local and cultural sub communities.

Prayer 14.

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left
the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. Simon
and his companions went to look for him, and when they found him,
they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!” Jesus replied, “Let us
go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so | can preach there
also. That is why | have come. "So he travelled throughout Galilee,
preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. Mark 1:35-39

What does this passage teach us about Jesus’ priorities in his mission
and what can we learn about these priorities?

Prayer: Pray that you will make God’s mission your priority.

Vision Prayer: Pray for new opportunities and new initiatives in out-
reach and discipleship across our ministries.
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Prayer 15.

While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was cov-
ered with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the
ground and begged him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me
clean.” Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “l am will-
ing,” he said. “Be clean!” And immediately the leprosy left him.

Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to
the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your
cleansing, as a testimony to them.” Yet the news about him spread all
the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be
healed of their sicknesses. But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places
and prayed. Luke 5:12-16

What do you learn about prayer here?
How can you shape your prayer life?
Why does Jesus make the world wait?

Prayer: Pray that you will take control of your diary and prayer life.

Vision Prayer: Pray our congregational gatherings are significant places
for spiritual growth and engagement in service.

Prayer 16.

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter
the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way
opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we
have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God
with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, hav-
ing our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly
to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching. Hebrews 10 :19-25
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What access has Jesus given us through his death?
How does this relate to our prayer life? Why should we pray togeth-
er? What confidence do we get to pray?

Prayer: Thank God for the cleansing of your heart through the blood
of Jesus.

Vision Prayer: Pray for our music teams across the congregations
that they may help us praise God through ‘psalms, hymns and spir-
itual songs.’

Prayer 17.

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished,
one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John
taught his disciples.”

He said to them, “When you pray, say:

‘Father, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,

for we also forgive everyone who sins against us

And lead us not into temptation.” ”” Luke 11:1-4

What did the disciples see in Jesus’ prayer life?
How can this strengthen your prayer life?

Prayer: Pray that God will deepen and broaden your prayer life
through the Lord’s prayer.

Vision Prayer: Pray for other person centered service of all our mem-
bers, up front and behind the scenes. Pray for our back office to en-
able front-line ministry.

Prayer 18.

Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go
to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;
a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and | have no food
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to offer him.” And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me.
The door is already locked, and my children and | are in bed. | can’t
get up and give you anything.’ | tell you, even though he will not get
up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your
shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you
need. Luke 11:5-8

What is Jesus teaching us about prayer in this parable? How can you
develop this characteristic of prayer life?

Prayer: Pray for persistence in your prayer life over long term issues.
Pray for sustenance of our long term sick at church.

Vision Prayer: Pray we will strengthen our invitation, welcoming and
integration processes across our congregations.

Prayer 19.

“So | say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who
asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks,
the door will be opened. “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a
fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give
him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heav-
en give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”’ Luke 11:9-13

What does Jesus teach us about God’s response to prayer? How does
this help us to think relationally about prayer?

Prayer: Give thanks to God for his generosity poured out in your life.

Vision Prayer: Pray for enriching Christian fellowship through our
small group network.
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Prayer 20.

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they
should always pray and not give up. He said: “In a certain town
there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people
thought. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to
him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’

“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even
though I don’t fear God or care what people think, yet because this
widow keeps bothering me, | will see that she gets justice, so that
she won’t eventually come and attack me! ”

And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will
not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him
day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see
that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on the earth?” Luke 18:1-8

What is Jesus teaching about prayer?
When do you lose heart with prayer issues?

Prayer: Pray for persistence in prayer issues where you can lose
heart.

Vision Prayer: Pray for our small group leaders for their dedication,
preparation in the Word and leadership. Pray for refreshmentin a
COVID weary world leading COVID weary people.

Day 21.

Jesus took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a
mountain to pray. As he was praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.
Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendour, talk-
ing with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was
about to bring to fulfilment at Jerusalem. Peter and his compan-
ions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they
saw his glory and the two men standing with him. As the men were
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leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here.
Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for
Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) While he was speak-
ing, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as they
entered the cloud. A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my
Son, whom | have chosen; listen to him.” When the voice had spoken,
they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to them-
selves and did not tell anyone at that time what they had seen. Luke
9:28-30

What does this remind us about the identity of Jesus?
Prayer: Pray that your eyes will be open to the glory of Jesus.

Vision Prayer: Pray we will strengthen personal and family devotions
through prayer and Bible reading.

Prayer 22.

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village
where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a
sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he
said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be
made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sis-
ter has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”
“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset
about many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one.
Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from
her.” Luke 10:38-42

Why is Martha frustrated? Why does Jesus commend Mary?
What do you learn about yourself from this situation? Why can the

world wait?

Prayer: Pray that you put growing in Jesus as priority in your life.
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Vision Prayer: Pray we continue to identify and unleash the gifts of
church members to serve in our existing and new ministries.

Prayer 23.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30

What do you learn from this prayer of Jesus?
What burdens do you need to cast on Jesus in prayer? How does this
encourage you to pray?

Prayer: Cast your burdens on Jesus for he cares for you.

Vision Prayer: Pray that we will be deliberate in caring for the weary,
sick, the long term sufferers, the doubting, grieving, tempted, and
disconnected people among us.

Prayer 24.

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be
seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in
full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray
to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is
done in secret, will reward you.” Matthew 6:5-6

What does Jesus think wrong prayer looks like?
What is the prayer lesson here?

Prayer: Confess the hypocrisy of your prayer life to God.

Vision Prayer: Pray for strengthening leadership skills across our min-
istries, including for our staff.
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Prayer 25.

And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they
think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like
them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
Matthew 6:7-8

What dangers in prayer is Jesus warning about?
How can these bad habits manifest in your prayer life?

Prayer: Thank God that he is your generous heavenly father and
knows your needs, so you don’t have to babble on.

Vision Prayer: Pray for generosity amongst members in finances, time
and service.

Prayer 26.

“This, then, is how you should pray:
“ ‘Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one
Matthew 6:9-13

What is the significance of being invited to call God, Father? How
does this challenge the way you pray?

How does this challenge what you pray for?

Prayer: Pray that God’s name will be honoured in your life.
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Vision Prayer: Pray for strengthening and training of those who serve
the tech of our gatherings, and help us to stay digitally connected es-
pecially in these COVID times

Prayer 27.

Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his
hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them.
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. "When
he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there. Matthew

19:13-15

What is Jesus’ response to the children? What do you think he prayed
for them? What do we learn from Jesus about children?

Prayer: Pray for the children in your earthly family and your church
family.

Vision Prayer: Pray for effective training in outreach, welcoming and
leadership

Prayer 28.

One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and
spent the night praying to God. When morning came, he called his
disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated
apostles. Luke 6:12-13

Why did Jesus pray on this occasion?
How can prayer help our ministry team building?
What can you pray for the ministry team in our church?

Prayer: Pray for the ministry team in our church.

Vision Prayer: Pray for our church property plans so we can organize
our plans as needed for effective ministry and wise stewardship. Pray
for our use of 701 ministry hub and public access.
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Prayer 29.

Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with
him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say | am?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still
others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say | am?” Peter an-
swered, “God’s Messiah.” Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this
to anyone. And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the
law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”
Luke 9:18-22

What question was Jesus thinking about during this time of prayer?
What do you think of Peter’s answer? What did Jesus add to it?

Prayer: Pray that God will open your eyes to the majesty of Jesus.

Vision Prayer: Pray for our parish council and wardens that they might
be good stewards of our staff, finances and property on our behalf for
the sake of our mission.

Prayer 30.

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their syna-
gogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing eve-
ry disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion
on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep with-
out a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field.” Matthew 9:35-38

What does Jesus pray for? How does this mission prayer affect you?

Prayer: Pray that God will raise up workers for the ministries you are
involved in.

20



Vision Prayer: Pray for our congregational oversight teams that they
might be effective in enabling pastoral care, ministry and mission in
their congregation.

Prayer 31.

Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantor of a better
covenant. Now there have been many of those priests, since death
prevented them from continuing in office; but because Jesus lives
forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save
completely those who come to God through him, because he always
lives to intercede for them. Hebrews 7:22-25

What does this teach us about the present ministry of Jesus and pray-
er? How is this an encouragement to pray?

Prayer: Rejoice in Jesus as he intercedes for us.
Vision Prayer: Pray God may use our St. David’s ministries to draw

people into his Kingdom through proclaiming his Word and engage
his people in his mission.
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